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Relevant 
Planning 
Authorities 
 
Interested 
Parties 

ii) Are there any planned or known improvements to the local area which are separate to the 
scheme under consideration but potentially complimentary to it arising from the CILCS?  

iii) Notwithstanding any CILCS mechanism in place, advise if there are any other planned or 
known separate local capital investments, projects, or other planned initiatives in the vicinity of 
the area proposed for improvement or nearby could potentially compliment the scheme. For the 
avoidance of any doubt the planned improvements queried/referred to may cover any aspect of 
the local environment and could be wide ranging in their purpose.  

iv) Explain how any existing separate local capital investments, projects or other initiatives would 
complement the scheme if there are any which are known or are being advanced.  

NCC 
Response: 

The below comments were made in our follow up written response to the Thickthorn hearings: 
 
In regard to Cantley Lane there are currently no funded schemes or identified schemes without funding. 
There is currently a proposal for an extension to Thickthorn Park and Ride. 
 
The route is identified in the draft Greater Norwich Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan 
(LCWIP).  This was consulted on in May and June 2021.  The outcome has been reported to our 
Infrastructure & Development Committee and will go to Cabinet for approval early in the new year. 
 
Cantley Lane is identified as a neighbourhood route but does not have any projects identified for it.   The 
route and those identified projects in the short to medium term in Greater Norwich are shown on the 
following plan  
 
The LLFA have no further information available in relation to CILCS for the proposed development area.  
 

GC.2.4 
Road Signage 

The 
Applicant  
 
NCC 
 
SNDC 
 
Interested 
Parties 

Local representations (including an additional submission [AS-014] from Hethersett Parish Council) have 
been received in relation to the volume of traffic potentially using the proposed new Cantley Lane link road 
to the B1172 as a ‘through route’.  
 

i) Irrespective of any road designation issues being referred to by NCC which are acknowledged. 
Clarify/ advise how any road signage deemed crucial to the efficient and safe operation of the 
new link, road as part of the public road network, when considering local representation on this 
issue would be controlled.  

ii) Detail if road signage provision as a defined mechanism in the DCO itself would be a suitable 
or necessary mechanism assuming excessive traffic is anticipated on the new link road. 
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iii) If there is a case for a specific requirement to deal with signage owing to any likely traffic 
implications using the ‘T’ junction indicate that alongside any suggested wording. Also indicate 
how any monitoring process which could be employed to ensure the junction would operate 
satisfactorily in the event traffic using the route did become excessive and how such measures 
could be secured.  

NCC 
Response: 

The county council remains in discussion with the applicant on a number of matters including road 
signage. The county council is pleased to note the applicants’ confirmation that it would be led by the 
county council in any discussion relating to classification of non-trunk roads (this would include the 
proposed new link from the B1172 to Cantley Lane) (Ref 1.6 of REP 3-02, Deadline 3 Submission - 9.12. 
Post hearing submission including written summaries of oral case at Issue Specific Hearing 2).  
 
In respect of (i):  
The county council would want to agree the nature of the signing for the new link road with the applicant 
prior to construction. Following construction of the scheme, this part of the network would become part of 
the local highway network managed and maintained by the county council. Any changes to signing or 
restrictions on vehicular movement would become the responsibility of the county council and would be 
dealt with in the usual way. 
 
In respect of (ii):  
The county council accepts the applicant’s assessment of the likely impacts of the proposal as derived 
from the traffic modelling. This is that there is unlikely to be significant traffic movements through this part 
of the network (Comment 3 of REP4-026 Deadline 4 Submission - 9.13 Applicant’s Response to  
submissions received at Deadline 3). 
 
In respect of (iii):  
The county council does not consider there is any specific requirement in this respect, except that it would 
want to agree the nature of the signing for the new link road with the applicant prior to construction. The 
county council is willing to discuss a suitable monitoring arrangement post-construction with the applicant, 
including the inclusion of any trigger points that would require action to be considered. The county council 
considers that, as any such requirement – if considered necessary – arises from the proposed scheme, it 
would be a matter for the applicant to deliver in agreement with the county council. Following construction 
of the scheme and, if agreed, any post-scheme arrangements, this part of the network would become part 
of the local highway network managed and maintained by the county council. Any changes to signing or 
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restrictions on vehicular movement would become the responsibility of the county council and would be 
dealt with in the usual way. 
 

GC.2.6 
Thickthorn 
Park and Ride 
planned 
expansion 

SNDC 
 
NCC 
 
Interested 
Parties 
 
The 
Applicant 

With respect to the Applicant’s response to Deadline 3 Submission - 9.10 Comments on Responses to the 
Examining Authority’s First Written Questions (ExQ1s) [REP3-018].  
 
It is acknowledged that the scheme has been designed to accommodate future extension/increased 
capacity of the Thickthorn Park and Ride which is suggested as allowed for in the NATS traffic model, in 
the Case for the Scheme Chapter 4 [APP-023]. In addition, the ExA notes that the Scheme design 
incorporates an access to the boundary of the Park and Ride facility for pedestrians and cyclists from the 
Cantley Lane Link Road shared Cycleway/footway which would be delivered as part of the Scheme.  
 
Nonetheless, the Section 106 Agreement for the Hethersett Development (South Norfolk Council Planning 
Permission Ref: 2011/1804/O) is also being referred to by parties and provides that the developer should 
do various things including completion of the Lease for the Park and Ride Site and either the dedication or 
securing of the dedication of the Slip Road to enable full access to the Park and Ride Site.  
 
The ExA notes the Applicant is considering the inclusion of wording in the dDCO that would disapply Part 
9, Paragraph 2 in the Schedule to the Section 106 Agreement, on the basis the slip road is no longer 
necessary to make the Park and Ride development acceptable in planning terms and it will not be possible 
to comply following implementation of the Thickthorn Scheme. The aim of that is to ensure the landowner 
and developer are not liable for any breach of that specific planning obligation. The compensation code is 
also referred to by the Applicant and that discussions are ongoing between the District Valuer and the 
landowner.  
 
SNDC and NCC  
In addition to the applicant’s submission on this matter to provide a safeguard mechanism in the dDCO, 
the authorities as signatories of the agreement appear to have expediency powers to either enforce the 
agreements terms or not. Such an expediency decision may fall outside the formal requirement to amend 
the existing agreements wording. Can you confirm:-  

i) If expediency advice on the terms of the agreement should the DCO be granted can be given 
for the benefit of all relevant parties? If expediency advice can be given and issued this should 
be submitted to the examination by Deadline 6.  
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Interested 
Parties 

Indicate those and any reasoning of how they provide complimentary benefits (if there are any).  

 NCC 
Response: 

As stated in our written response to the Thickthorn hearings, with regard to Cantley Lane there are 
currently no funded schemes or identified schemes without funding. Cantley Lane is identified as a 
neighbourhood route but does not have any projects identified for it.   The route and those identified 
projects in the short to medium term in Greater Norwich are shown on the following plan  
 

TT.2.3 
Public Rights 
of Way 

The 
Applicant 
 
NCC 
 
SNDC 
 
Interested 
Parties 

With regard to existing cycling and pedestrian routes in use by people in the local area.  
 
The Applicant/ NCC  
 
The ExA notes the cycle path signs/route along the B1172 (Norwich Road) and observed cyclists using the 
route heading from and to Wymondham/Hethersett areas via the B1172, over the Thickthorn Junction 
using pedestrian crossings at the junction and via Newmarket Road [EV-019]. The route eventually allows 
access to Norwich.  
 

i) Further explain/clarify how existing used cycle crossings/pedestrian facilities and routes would 
be supported by the improvement scheme. Confirm if the existing cycle route referred to would 
still be possible both during construction and post construction.  

ii) Have local cycling groups or other relevant associations been adequately included for input 
about any implications for the use of the route, and in any ongoing discussions or consultation 
either by the applicant, or through informal channels available to NCC and SNDC in discussion 
with the applicant?  

iii) If not, what are the reasons?  
 
Interested Parties  

i) iv) Provide any comments you deem necessary.  
 NCC 

Response: 
The scheme does not impact the existing cycling route between Wymondham/ Hethersett and Norwich. 
The plans have been provided to the Local Access Forum which contains representatives for all access 
types to provide feedback to the applicant. 
 

TT.2.4 
Public Rights 
of Way 

The 
Applicant 
 

Again, with regard to existing cycling and walking routes in use by people and available in the local area.  
 
The Applicant/NCC/SNDC  
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NCC 
 
SNDC 
 
Interested 
Parties 

i) Can any further enhancements be identified to enable betterment to the existing 
cycling/pedestrian crossing facilities at the Thickthorn Junction itself giving passage to and from 
the B1172 and Newmarket Road?  

ii) Above DMRB standards and the applicants general design principles already being referred to 
have other national and local best practice standards been given full regard to, if not why?  

 
Responses to (i) should include not only function and safety considerations but also 
pleasantness/attractiveness levels with the aim of improving the desirability of the environment for cyclists 
and pedestrians using any infrastructure facilities being provided or enhanced through embedded design 
features by the scheme (having the NPPF also in mind).  
 

iii) set out how any provisions identified at (i) would be captured by the DCO.  
 
Interested Parties  

iv) v) Provide any comments you deem necessary.  

 NCC 
Response: 

The A11 Newmarket Road / B1172 Norwich Road corridor forms part of the Pedalway network in Norwich 
and would be considered to be the major active travel corridor linking Norwich to Hethersett and 
Wymondham. At present, the A11 and B1172 are separated by the A47 and users have to cross the A47 
slip roads close to Thickthorn Junction via at-grade signalised facilities. Norfolk County Council has 
recently consulted on its Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan for the Greater Norwich region. 
This did not identify a potential project at this location on the Pedalway. Additionally, the county council 
has not sought such provision as part of the A47/A11 Thickthorn proposals. 
 
The county council supports the applicant’s proposals. It is noted that these proposals provide a grade-
separated crossing of the A47 at Cantley Lane from the B1172 via the new link road across the A11.   

 
The council will continue to take into account matters at the A47 Thickthorn Junction at-grade crossings. If, 
in the future, it is considered that an alternative solution is required for non-motorised users in this vicinity 
to connect the A11-B1172 pedalway corridor, the council would look to progress with the identification and 
development of a suitable solution, subject to a range of considerations including availability of funding. 
The county council would want to do this in dialogue with the applicant, given that any crossing would be 
of the trunk road network, including to identify if there are any funding opportunities the applicant might be 
able to provide should it be determined that an alternative facility is needed.   
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TT.2.6 
Work No.29 

The 
Applicant  
 
NCC 
 
SNDC 
 
Interested 
Parties 

Taking into account the additional submission AS-015 referring to Work 29. The ExA has viewed the 
junction at Station Lane and the A11.  
 
Applicant/NCC/SNDC  

i) Do you have any response/comments on the safety implications being raised in relation to the 
use of the junction during construction stages and also assuming the DCO is granted, the 
operation of the road network which would be apparent post such consent?  

ii) If further safety risk improvements can be identified please specify those.  
 
Interested Parties  

iii) Provide any further comments you deem necessary.  
 NCC 

Response: 
Regarding the use of the junction at Station Lane. NCC would seek to agree the current condition of any 
County road to be ‘used’ by construction works with National Highways and gain agreement that any 
damage would be repaired.  
 
There is no evidence of any safety concerns that need addressing at this location and the design conforms 
to national standards; therefore, NCC supports National Highway’s proposed design.  

 




